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Editorial 


There has been concern expressed within the profession that the continuity between 
the clinic and the research laboratory is experiencing some interruption, the clinical 
aspects of cardiovascular medicine becoming more mechanical and utilitarian and 
research endeavors more isolated with only theoretical impact on understanding and 
treating cardiovascular disease in the patient. The consensus is that the experimental 
and clinical aspects of cardiology have been moving apart. The purpose of the Journal 
of Applied Cardiology is to preserve, encourage, and augment the vital linkage between 
the laboratory and the clinic and between concepts and applications. 





Accordingly, the Journal will be concerned with exploration and documentation of 
the relationships between normal and pathologic function and the clinical manifestations 
of heart and vascular disease. The aim is to integrate the clinical disease state with 
underlying basic principles derived from insights gained in the research laboratory. 
Essential to the proper functioning of this bidirectional approach is a common body of 
knowledge based on original thinking and concepts. The emphasis of the Journal is on 
the word "applied," as used in a broad sense. 


With these guidelines in mind, we wish to relate fundamental science to clinical 
investigation and clinical practice and explore the needs of clinical practice and 
investigation for fundamental knowledge. We hope to stress both 
sides equally, the fundamental and clinical, and arrive at a balance which is both 
instructive and stimulating. Therefore, this new Journal will include historical review 
articles describing the development of scientific and clinical thinking as well as original 
contributions relating newly gained fundamental information to the projected clinical 
application of that knowledge. We wish to publish original articles both from clinical 
departments and research laboratories, the work for which was generated by observations 
and inconsistencies or deficiencies in our current knowledge. 


To stress these points and to distinguish our new Journal, we ask authors to add a 
brief historical and perspective section at the end of their contribution which assesses 
the contribution of their data to the body of knowledge about their particular subject. 


Modern cardiology owes its excellence to both laboratory and clinic. The Journal 
of Applied Cardiology hopes to foster a continuing unity of approach so essential for the 
maintenance of future progress in cardiology. 





Richard J. Bing, MD 
Suzanne B. Knoebel, MD 
Co-Editors-in-Chief 








